DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
@mm/ssmr(omﬁve(iwl«ud Iribes

I Ko/l Number . &

Cherokoe Aol | Freeomen ol

"NO ALLOTMENT FOR AGGIE"

Certfoate
19 5666

mmne - EEgew Ay

Tsgenor Tomy | ause |
S Tom | W

In 1883 Congress authorized the establishment of an organ-
ization that became know as the Dawes Commission. The hope was that
the commission could persuade the governments of the Five Civilized
Tribes to negotiate themselves out of existence — an essential first step
in implementing a policy of allotting land to each individual Indian. Al-
lotment was supposed to promote assimilation into the dominant culture,
clear the way for converting Indian Territory into a state, and satisfy
powerful groups seeking opportunities for economic development and
profit. However, when the tribal governments refused to cooperate in
their own demise. Congress used its legislative power to abolish them
and gave the Dawes Commission the almost impossible task of determin-
ing who was entitled to a share of land. Many full-bloods did not want an
allotment of land and returned their Certificate of Allotment to the
Dawes Commission with the annotation, “I don’t want these certificates.
If I want them at all I will come myself and get them”.

Limited Edition Giclee’ Print on

13”7 x 19” 61# Acid Free paper

and Certificate of Authenticity
LIMITED EDITION PRINT......$ 60.00
SHIPPING & HANDLING ......$ 15.00

TOTAL .....$ 75.00
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